
Guidelines for Completing Nomination

1.	 Nominees for all awards except the John Heinz Friend of Nursing Award and the Courage, Commitment and Compassion Award must 
hold current membership in the PA State Nurses Association. The District Excellence Award recognizes an entire District of the As-
sociation.

2.	 Nominations may be submitted by any individual, nurse or group of nurses, members of the PA State Nurses Association or non-members. 
All nominations must be submitted on a nomination form. The nomination form must include the signature of the nominator. At least 
five (5) years must elapse before nominations are accepted for a previous award winner. Previously nominated individuals that have 
not won within five (5) years may be nominated again.

3.	 The nominator must provide a typed narrative statement which clearly addresses the award criteria stated. To maintain the anonymity 
of the candidates and to allow the Awards Committee (an ad hoc committee of the Board of Directors) to base its selection solely on 
the criteria, the narrative statement must avoid using the name of the nominee, the nominee’s place of employment or the nominee’s 
gender. The narrative statement must be limited to no more than two (2), double-spaced, typed pages. (Handwritten statements will not 
be eligible for nomination consideration.)

4.	 The nomination must include two (2) written endorsements by colleagues, other PA State Nurses Association members, associates, etc., 
that support the nomination. The nominator is responsible for submitting a completed application to the PA State Nurses Association 
by the deadline. Do not submit additional materials including newspaper clippings, etc., as they will not be considered. 

5.	 All information must be typed. 

6.	 The Awards Committee will consider only those nominations which are complete and received by the deadline. The Awards Committee 
presents a report with its recommendations to the full Board of Directors. The PA State Nurses Association Board of Directors shall 
determine all recipients.

7.	 Awards will be presented to recipients during the PSNA's Annual Summit.

8.	 The nominator will be responsible for obtaining biographical information on the nominee using the enclosed bio data form. This must 
be submitted with the nomination application. This information is not needed for the John Heinz Friend of Nursing Award or the District 
Excellence Award nomination applications. 

9.	 Each award need not be given annually nor be limited to one recipient.

10.	 Faxed nominations will be accepted at 717-657-3796.

11.	 Nominators may submit the completed application in one of the following formats:
	 (a) 	 Hardcopy mailed to: Pennsylvania State Nurses Association (PSNA), Attn: Jennifer Neidig, Director of Communications, 	

2578 Interstate Drive, Suite 101, Harrisburg, PA  17110-9301
	 (b)	 Fax 717-657-3796
	 (c)	 E-mail: JenniferNeidig@panurses.org

     Annual Awards Call for Nominations
To Recognize Outstanding Contributions of PA State Nurses Association

Members and Friends of Nursing

	 Distinguished Nurse Award
	 Nurse as Global Citizen Award
	 Nursing Practice Award
	 Advocacy-Legislative Award
	 Nursing Research Award
	 Administration-Management Award

	 Nursing Education Award
	 Emerging Nurse Leader Award
	 John Heinz Friend of Nursing Award
	 President’s Award
	 District Excellence Award
	 Courage, Commitment and Compassion Award

as of 4/15/09 



The PA State Nurses Association Advocacy Legislative Award 
recognizes a member who has been actively involved in the past 
year in legislative activities and/or professional advocacy for 
nursing at the local, state and/or federal levels. Activities such 
as involvement in campaigning as part of the elective process, 
lobbying and serving as a key contact on legislative issues are 
examples of activities for consideration. Advocacy areas include 
workplace safety, economic enfranchisement and occupational 
satisfaction. The recipient is recognized by peers as one who 
contributes to nursing involvement in the legislative process and 
the general welfare concerns of nursing and demonstrates strength 
of character, commitment and competence.*

Criteria

1. 	 The nominee demonstrates active involvement in legislative 
and/or professional advocacy activities at the local, state and/
or federal levels.

2. 	 The nominee role models transformational leadership by 
inspiring peers to become actively involved in the legislative 
process and/or advocacy issues of importance to the nursing 
profession.

3. 	  Other considerations include community involvement, par-
ticipation in professional nursing organizations, recognition 
by peers and demonstration of interdisciplinary collabora-
tion.

4.	 The nominee must hold current PA State Nurses Association 
membership and be an active member of the association. 

Advocacy-Legislative Award

The PA State Nurses Association Distinguished Nurse Award 
recognizes a member of PA State Nurses Association who has 
demonstrated leadership characteristics and rendered distinguished 
service to the nursing profession, and whose contributions and ac-
complishments are of significance throughout the Commonwealth. 
The Distinguished Nurse Award is the highest award given by the 
PA State Nurses Association to a member.

Criteria

1.	 The contributions and accomplishments of the nominee must 
be of significance to the nursing profession throughout the 
Commonwealth.

2.	 The nominee must have contributed to and be involved with 
the activities of the Pennsylvania State Nurses Association.

3.	 The nominee must hold current PA State Nurses Association 
membership and be an active member of the association.

The PA State Nurses Association Nursing Practice Award recog-
nizes a member of PA State Nurses Association who is involved 
in direct patient care. The recipient is recognized by peers as one 
who contributes to the advancement of nursing practice and dem-
onstrates strength of character, commitment and competence.

Criteria

1.	 The nominee has contributed to quality improvement related 
to the provision of direct patient care.

2.	 The nominee, through direct nursing practice, is a role model 
to inspire peers to improve their quality of practice.

3.	 Other considerations include community involvement, par-
ticipation in professional nursing organizations, recognition 
by peers and demonstration of interdisciplinary collabora-
tion.

4.	 The nominee must hold current PA State Nurses Association 
membership and be an active member of the association.

The PA State Nurses Association Global Citizen Award recognizes 
a member who has contributed to and is involved with equal oppor-
tunity and human rights concerns domestically or internationally 
for nurses and/or healthcare recipients. The recipient is recognized 
by peers as one who makes a difference and who inspires other 
nurses to make a difference in the world.

Criteria

1.	 The nominee has made a significant contribution within the 
nursing profession for the benefit of mankind.

2.	 The nominee has made a major contribution, through com-
munity/civic-related and/or healthcare activities, in the 
advancement of equal opportunity and human rights.

3.	 Two or more nurses collaborating on the same project may 
be nominated together, but all must be PA State Nurses As-
sociation members.

4.	 The nominee must hold current PA State Nurses Association 
membership and be an active member of the association. 

* 	 This award is given in honor of Kathryn Grove and Mary Ann Arty in 
recognition of their contributions to the PA State Nurses Association.

Distinguished Nurse Award Nursing Practice Award

Nurse as Global Citizen Award



John Heinz Friend of Nursing Award

The PA State Nurses Association Nursing Education Award recog-
nizes a member of PA State Nurses Association who is involved 
in nursing education (diploma, ADN, BSN or graduate programs; 
continuing education; and/or staff development). The recipient is 
recognized by peers as one who contributes to the advancement 
of nursing education and demonstrates strength of character, com-
mitment and competence.

Criteria

1.	 The nominee acts as a role model to inspire peers and/or 
others to improve the quality of nursing education.

2.	 The nominee has made a major improvement or innovation 
regarding the teaching/learning process within nursing.

3.	 Other considerations include community involvement, par-
ticipation in professional nursing organizations, recognition 
by peers and demonstration of interdisciplinary collabora-
tion.

4.	 The nominee must hold current PA State Nurses Association 
membership and be an active member of the association. 

The PA State Nurses Association Nursing Research Award rec-
ognizes a member who has made a significant contribution to 
the body of clinical nursing practice, administrative, education 
or health policy knowledge through the research process. The 
recipient is recognized by peers as one who contributes to the 
advancement of the nursing profession through scholarly nursing 
research and demonstrates strength of character, commitment and 
competence.

Criteria

1.	 The nominee has completed a nursing research project within 
the past three (3) years.

2.	 The completed research contributes to the scholarly body of 
nursing knowledge related to practice, administrative, educa-
tion or health policy.

3.	  Other considerations include community involvement, par-
ticipation in professional nursing organizations, recognition 
by peers and demonstration of interdisciplinary collabora-
tion.

4.	 The nominee must hold current PA State Nurses Association 
membership and be an active member of the association. 

Nursing Research Award Nursing Education Award

Administration-Management Award

The PA State Nurses Association Administration-Management 
Award is given to a member of PA State Nurses Association who 
is involved in nursing or healthcare administration. The recipient 
is recognized by peers as one who contributes to the provision of 
nursing care through transformational leadership and demonstrates 
strength of character, commitment and competence.

Criteria

1.	 The nominee has demonstrated transformational leadership in 
the implementation of initiatives which directly and positively 
influenced the quality of nursing care.

2. 	  Other considerations include community involvement, par-
ticipation in professional nursing organizations, recognition 
by peers and demonstration of interdisciplinary collabora-
tion.

3.	 The nominee must hold current PA State Nurses Association 
membership and be an active member of the association.

The PA State Nurses Association John Heinz Friend of Nursing 
Award recognizes a non-member who has demonstrated leadership 
characteristics and rendered distinguished service to the nursing 
profession, and whose contributions and/or media accomplish-
ments are of significance throughout the Commonwealth. 

Criteria

1.	 The contributions and accomplishments of the nominee must 
be of significance to the nursing profession throughout the 
Commonwealth.

2.	 The nominee has demonstrated collaboration with PA State 
Nurses Association.	

President’s Award

The PA State Nurses Association President’s Award recognizes 
a nonmember who has made nursing a top priority in the 
Commonwealth through integrated and practical strategies 
aimed at improving the nursing profession, as well as healthcare 
for all Pennsylvanians.

Criteria

1.	 The nominee is a public advocate for the nurses of Pennsyl-
vania and is dedicated to improving the healthcare system of 
the Commonwealth.

2.	 The nominee has contributed to and has been involved with 
the PA State Nurses Association.

3.	 The nominee is a nonmember of PA State Nurses Association.



The PA State Nurses Association Emerging Nurse Leader Award 
recognizes a member of PA State Nurses Association who is an 
exceptional professional of merit and accomplishment in their first 
five (5) years of professional practice. This Nurse demonstrates 
innovative thinking, a commitment to the advancement of nursing, 
transformational leadership, and, has made a significant impact 
within the nursing and/or local, state or national community 
through professional work.

Criteria

1.	 The nominee has been an RN for five (5) years or less.

2.	 The nominee demonstrates exceptional leadership character-
istics that may include, but are not limited to, leading other 
by example, mentoring, transferring knowledge to others, 
taking risk to achieve desired outcome, delegating tasks in a 
clear and logical manner, motivating others to strive beyond 
what they believe can be accomplished, and growing their 
effort or organization in both size and scope.

3.	 Other considerations include community involvement, par-
ticipation in professional nursing organizations, recognition 
by peers and demonstration of interdisciplinary collabora-
tion.

4.	 The nominee displays a desire to enhance their leadership 
capacity and the drive to develop innovative, relevant and 
responsible nursing practices.

5.	 The nominee must hold a current PA State Nurses Association 
membership and be an active member of the association.

Emerging Nurse Leader Award District Excellence Award

The PA State Nurses Association District Award recognizes the 
District that has made significant contributions to their nursing 
communities, for promoting public understanding of nursing and 
nursing issues while supporting the initiatives, mission and vision 
of the PA State Nurses Association within their district. 

Criteria

1.	 The district demonstrates and functions within the PA State 
Nurses Association bylaws, as determined by the CEO of the 
PA State Nurses Association.

2.	 The district has increased their district’s stature in the nursing 
community, establishing a positive image for nursing within 
the community.

3. 	 The district has, at minimum, maintained membership, and 
ideally, increased the number of members. 

4. 	 The district displays an exemplary commitment to the district/
state mission of providing a voice for nurses by mobilizing 
advocacy activities in the local/state nursing community that 
may include, but is not limited to, media coverage, letters to 
the editor, Lobby Days, or other public relations and advocacy 
efforts. 

5. 	 The district demonstrates a commitment to lifelong learning 
by sponsoring/supporting educational programs approved 
for continuing education credit through the PA State Nurses 
Association. 

6. 	 The nominated district functions as a model for other districts 
in the PA State Nurses Association.

Courage, Commitment and Compassion 
Award

The PA State Nurses Association Courage, Commitment and 
Compassion Award recognizes a Pennsylvania registered nurse 
who exceeds expectations in times of critical need by demon-
strating an unwavering commitment to their profession. Since 
2002, the PA State Nurses Association Courage, Commitment and 
Compassion Award has been given to a Pennsylvania registered 
nurse who has demonstrated extraordinary responses to requests or 
situations that require the highest form of commitment to patients 
and their families.

If you have experienced or witnessed an exceptional display of 
professionalism and exemplary care by a Pennsylvania registered 
nurse, please nominate him or her for the PA State Nurses Associa-
tion Courage, Commitment and Compassion Award.  

All registered nurses licensed to practice in Pennsylvania are 
eligible for this award; nominees do not have to be a member of 
the PA State Nurses Association. 



Annual Awards Nomination Form

No. _______

Name of nominee: _____________________________________________________________________
Name will be removed before review.

(PA State Nurses Association use)

This nomination is for the following PA State Nurses Association award:

	Distinguished Nurse Award
	Nurse as Global Citizen Award
	Nursing Practice Award
	Advocacy-Legislative Award
	Nursing Research Award
	Administration-Management Award

	Nursing Education Award
	Emerging Nurse Leader Award
	John Heinz Friend of Nursing Award
	President’s Award
	District Excellence Award
	Courage, Commitment and Compassion Award

Mail or fax completed application (includes Forms A, B, C and D) to:

Pennsylvania State Nurses Association (PSNA)
Attn: Jennifer Neidig, Director of Communications

2578 Interstate Drive, Suite 101
	 Harrisburg, PA  17110-9301
	 Fax: 717-657-3796

JenniferNeidig@panurses.org

Form A

Contact information of nominee (phone & e-mail):  ____________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Information will be removed before review.



Step 1. To be completed by the NOMINATOR. 

___________________________________________________________________  District # ________________  

 

  I wish to nominate

______________________________________________________________________________________________

  

Name of Award

_________________________________________________________________  District # _________________

 

Nominator’s Name 

______________________________________________  City/State ________________  Zip______________

   

Nominator’s Address

______________________   (W) ________________________ (Fax)____________________________

 

Nominator’s Phone (H/Cell)

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

E-mail

________________________________________________________________________________________Nominator’s Signature

No. ______
(PA State Nurses Association use)

Narrative Section. To be completed by the NOMINATOR.
How has this person significantly contributed to nursing and PA State Nurses Association? (Do not use nominee’s name, place of employ-
ment or gender.) Narrative statement must be kept to no more than two (2), double spaced, typed pages.

Form B



No. _______
(PA State Nurses Association use)

Step 2.  Include two (2) written endorsements issued by other PA State Nurses Association members, associates, etc., that support 
the nomination.  

___________________________________________________________________________________________

 

 Name of Endorser:

___________________________________________________________________________________________Name of Endorser:

Form C

Step 3. Complete the attached Biographical Data form for the nominee or have the nominee complete the attached form and submit 
with the completed application. (A biographical data form need NOT be submitted for nomination of the John Heinz Friend of Nursing 
Award.)



Present position (include title and description if necessary, do not include name of employer): ________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Date assumed: _______________________________________________________________________________________________

Previous position (last five years only): ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Education (school and degree obtained, include programs currently attending indicating “in process”): _________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Leadership positions held at PA State Nurses Association (include District activities) and/or ANA (include years): ________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Additional professional organization and association memberships: _____________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Previous recognition or awards received by PA State Nurses Association or other organizations: ______________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Additional comments:  ________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Biographical Data Form
No. _______

Form D

(PA State Nurses Association use)
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